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As part of the City of Phoenix Transportation 2050 Plan, the T2050 Mobility
Improvements Program was established to conduct mobility assessments in several
defined geographic areas of the City with the greatest mobility deficiencies and needs.
These mobility studies will conduct a complete a mobility gaps analysis based on
available data and previous area studies. This study will look at mobility issues and
potential solutions for bicycle and pedestrian facilities and develop connections to
existing transit services to improve the safety and connectivity of roadway users. To
determine potential mobility solutions the current conditions reports will look at
socioeconomic data, existing plans and documents, key destinations, existing
transportation facilities, and land use, infrastructure, and environment constraints.
Additionally, stakeholders were identified and stakeholder outreach was performed to
gain public input on current conditions and opinions for potential solutions

Mobility Area 10 1 South Mountain Neighborhoods is a 5.5 -square mile area bounded
by Broadway Road to the north, South Mountain Avenue to the south, 14" Street to the
east and 15" Avenue to the west (See Figure 1-1). The South Mountain Neighborhoods
study area is part of the South Mountain Village and is near several major
neighborhoods including Downtown Phoenix, Estrella Village, and South Mountain Park
preserve. The South Mountain area is also known for having an agrarian character seen
in mixed-use agriculture, nurseries, and open spaces. The area is also largely
residential and surrounded by opportunities for outdoor recreation.
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Figure 1-1: Study Area

Study Area 10
Study Area Boundary
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The purpose of the Mobility Area 10 i South Mountain Neighborhoods Current
Conditions Report is to identify the existing mobility conditions in the study area.

The goal of the Mobility Area 10 Current Conditions Report is to improve safety,
connectivity, and accessibility for all persons who walk, ride a bicycle, or use transit
services to reach their destinations in the study area.

The objective of the Mobility Area 10 7 South Mountain Neighborhoods Current
Conditions Report is to identify existing conditions of key mobility facilities. The key
facilities include bicycle paths, sidewalks, street lighting, and shade.

To identify existing mobility conditions of the South Mountain neighborhoods,
Geographic Information System (GIS) and other background data was provided by the
City of Phoenix to develop maps of existing mobility facilities. Stakeholder interviews
were also conducted to inventory opinions within the study area.

Existing plans and documents pertinent to this study were identified and summarized to
document previously identified as well as potential projects within the mobility area.
Plans and documents provide key information on existing policies, plans, and projects.
In addition, these plans and documents will provide a basis for our recommendations.
The list of plans and documents are included in Table 2-1.
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Table 2-1: Plans and Documents Reviewed

Plan/Document Name Year
Phoenix Capital Improvement Program 2017-2022 2017
FY 2018-2022 Maricopa Association of Governments 2017
Transportation Improvement Program

2018-2022 State Transportation Improvement Program 2017
Plan PHX 2015 General Plan 2015
TOD Annual Report 2015-2016 2015
2040 Regional Transportation Plan 2017
City of Phoenix Public Transportation Department Annual Report 2016
Fiscal Year 2015/2016

City of Phoenix Comprehensive Bicycle Master Plan 2014
LED Street Light Program Fact Sheet 2018
City of Phoenix Tree and Shade Master Plan 2010
South Phoenix Village Redevelopment Area Plan 2017
Rio Salado Area Plan 2003
South Mountain Village Character Plan 2001
City of Phoenix Complete Streets Policy 2017
NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 2013

Key takeaways from plans and documents include existing transportation facilities,
recent changes to transportation facilities, and completed or ongoing transportation
projects, and planned developments in the area. Pertinent documents that showed
existing and potential changes to the study area include Valley Metro Annual Report
2017, , MAG Transportation Improvement Program FY2018-2022, and the 2040
Regional Transportation Plan. Below is a list of the key takeaways:

1 South Central Light Rail Extension from Washington Street to Baseline Road,

with proposed stations, flared intersections, and Park and Rides at Broadway

Road and Baseline Road. Southern Avenue is a proposed station with flared

intersections and no Park and Ride lot. A smaller scale station is also proposed

at Roeser Road.

Reduce Central Avenue to two lanes

Incorporate High Capacity Transit for all day service

Add weekend bus services

Add Bus Rapid Transit service along Baseline Road

Potential Center locations between Central Avenue and 7" Street on Baseline,

and 7t Street and Broadway Road

1 Avenida Rio Salado Phase II: 7t Street / 7" Avenue ROW acquisition and
roadway widening

= =4 4 -2 -2
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{ Construct 1.5 miles of major street on 7" Avenue between Southern Avenue and
Broadway Road

1 Power pedestals for SRP traffic signals

1 Avenida Rio Salado Phase II: curb/gutter, sidewalk, bike lanes, street lighting,
landscaping, ADA ramps, roadway widening and intersection improvements at
Broadway Road

1 Replace sports field lighting at Hayden Park

Construct large growth-related park infrastructure in Southwest impact fee area

1 Replace playground equipment, Ramada, and repair flood irrigation, sports court,
ADA walkways, and site furniture at Roesely Park.

=

Socioeconomic demographics were obtained from the American Community Survey
Census 2012-2016, 5-Year Estimates (ACS Estimates). The demographic analysis
considered existing populations that are within the South Mountain Neighborhoods
study area. Demographic characteristics were determined by the likelihood of these
populations using transportation facilities and services including public transportation,
sidewalks, and bicycle facilities. Demographic characteristics include Ages 17 and
Younger, Ages 65+, Low-Income, and Transit-Dependent Households. The
Socioeconomic data were displayed using block group data and shows data within and
adjacent to the study area. These characteristics were reviewed to show the
socioeconomic makeup of the study area.

Population Ages 17 and Younger

Populations Ages 17 and Younger were identified to determine the concentration of
young persons within the study area. There are high concentrations of youth ages 17
and younger in the northwest area of the South Mountain Neighborhoods and adjacent
to the southern boundary, near South Mountain Park. For most of the study area youth
comprise at least 30 percent (See Figure 3-1).

Population Ages 65 and Older

Populations Age 65+ were identified to see where concentrations of elderly populations
occur within the study area. The analysis indicates that there is a relatively high
concentration of aging persons in the southeast portion of the South Mountain
Neighborhoods (See Figure 3-2). The concentration of aging persons extends past the
study area boundary to South Mountain Park. Circle K Park is in the center of the high
aging adult population. The area also multiple schools, the Mountain Park Health Center
Baseline Clinic, and the South Mountain YMCA in the same area. Overall, most of the
study area has relatively low concertation of elderly populations.
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Low-Income Households

The low-income household& category looked at where households have fallen below
the poverty line. Low-income households are households that would be more likely to
use alternative modes of transportation including public transportation, walking, and
biking. The ACS data shows a high concentration of low-income households north of
Baseline Road along Central Avenue (See Figure 3-3). The population of persons living
below the poverty line increases north of Broadway Road, which is the north boundary
of the study area. Various key destinations are within this area including South
Mountain Senior Center, four schools, El Reposo Park, and Los Altos Ranch Market.

Transit-Dependent Households

Transit-dependent households are households without a vehicle. The study has a
relatively low number of transit-dependent households (See Figure 3-4). The area in
the northern portion of the study area between 7" Avenue and 7" Street, north of
Southern Avenue has a relatively high concentration of persons considered transit
dependent. There are many community based destinations in this area including two
schools, a community library and park, grocery store, fire station, and the South
Mountain Precinct.

Population Density

The population desity was identified to see where persons were concentrated within the
South Mountain Neighoborhoods. The analysis indicates that there is a relatively high
concentration of persons in the central and southwest portions of the area (See Figure
3-5) There are multiple schools, and a park in the area.

Bike to Work

The percentage of persons that bike to work is relatively low in the area. The ACS data
shows high concentrations on the east side of Central Avenue, in the souteast corner of
the study area, and a small portion to the north adjacent to Broadway Road. (See
Figure 3-6). The percentage of the population that uses a bicycle to commute to work is
less than 2.5 percent.

Walk to Work

The population of persons that walk to work is relatively high for a majority of the South
Mountain Neighborhoods, except the northwest portion of the area The ACS data
shows high concentrations in the southwest corner and northeast corner of the study
area (See Figure 3-7). There are many schools in the areas where people identify as
walking to work.
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Figure 3-1. Population Ages 17 and Younger
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Figure 3-2: Population Ages 65 and Older
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